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Anthony and Giles Slocum Have the Same Y-DNA Pattern 

T l-IE NAMF. SLOCOMBE SEEMS TO HAVE BEGUN IN AN 

area known ;1s Slo C ombe, now located in Exmoor 
N ational Park, Somerset, England. A "sloe" is a wild 
plum tree, and a "cornbe" is a valley or hollow. While 
Slocum is the most commonly used spelling in Arnerica, 
other spellings - Slocomb, Slocumb/ e, Slocom - have 
been recorded. 

For manv vears. Slocum farnilv histo r ians have tried to 
determine , the r~lationship be~veen Anthony Slocum 
and Ciles Slo cum, the fi rst two 

by Judy L. Slocurn and Melville C. Brown 

Margaret __ , lived in Albemarle County, and 
probably died before 1688 because he is not in his 
father's >vill, w-hile his sons are. 

4.John (again), born Taunton ca. 1653, married 
Elizabeth Mundy, lived in Albemarle County, died 
about 1692. 

Some researchers have included Edward Slocum, born 
Cheddar, Somerset, England, <ibout 1607, as a son of 
Amhonv althmwh it is possible that he was the son of , , b 

Slocu1n'i to appear in Ne\v England --------- ---------
records. An 1882 Slocum genealogy "For many years, 

Edward fSr.J, born 156 0 in Bristol, 
England. It is b elieved that Edward 
died in King Philip's War. 

posited that Giles was thi.: son of Slocum family historians 
Anthony. 1'1 Although both had own ed 
land in Taunton, Massachusetrs, no have tried to determine 

No son named G iles was men
tioned in Anthony's will, and the 
name was not used in the family. 
Anthony named two sum "Joh n ; ' per 
haps indicating that one of their 
grandfathers was named John. 

documentation of :1 relationship 
bet\veen these t\VO men has been 
found. 

Anthony Sloculll, born abou t 
1590, appeared in Taun ton in 1637 as 
o ne o f the first forty-six purchasers in 
the setdement of Cohanm:t. H e ~ct
tk d n ear the par ty of Mistress 

the relationship betiveen 

Anthony Slocum and 

Giles Slocum, the _first G iles Slocum first app eared in 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island, in 1648 
·when he was granted land the re. I le 

married Joan possibly in 
England . G. Andrews Moriarity spec-

two Slocums to appear 

in New England 
Elizabeth Poole, daughter of the an ti- records. " 
quary Sir \Villiam Pole, from D evon, 
Somerset, and Dorset.1:1 In August, 
1643, he was on a li st of men <tble to 

bear arms. He was a ,J1archoldcr in th e ironworks th ere 
between 16:')2 and 1656, and se rved as a surveyor o r 
highways in l 662. After 1662 Anthony sold bis land in 
Taunton - he was not included on the July 2, 1666, tax 
list. He mav have m oved to Dartmouth on the 
Pascamansct , River, in the area known as Slocums 

Nec kY' He probably had become a Quaker. Anthony 
disappeared frorn Massadrn sett,, but was later found in 
Albemarle County in th e Province of Carolina (now 
North Carolina) . A 1680 deposition there establi~hed his 
advanced age of "ninety years or thereabou ts" and 
proved that he \vas not a younger relative of the same 
name. 

Amhonv Slocum 's will of November 26, 1 (>88, was 
proven in :'\ lbemarl e Count y on .January 7, 1689 /90. H is 
known children were: 

'.l. i'vlartha, ;11arr ied Jos eph C ilherl: o fT;1 11 11ton 

2. John , born Taunton 1641, died Taunton 1650 

3 .Joseph, born Taunton ca . 1644. B e married 

JF{/4NGE 

ulated that Gi les could be the man, 
born Sep tember 28, 1623, named as 
son in the 1642 will of Chanty 

(Bickha m) Slocornbe, widow of Philip, of the parish of 
O ld Cle eve, County Somerset.:"1 Philip's w ill was proved 
in Goatlmrst, Somerset, .July 1625 and named son Giles 
(age two) and w ife C har ity (wi th chi ld). Jane E Fis ke 
thinks another possible clue to his origins may lie in 
records of the parish of C harlton .Adam, Somerset.1' 

l fohop' s Transcripts for that parish shovv the baptisms of 

foane Slowcorne, September 27, 1609, and W illiam 
-Slo•vcome, Apr il 27. 1629, both child ren of Giles, and 
the burial of a Giles Slowcome October 19, 1629. A 
search of Bishop's Transcripts indica tes that Giles of 
Charlton Adam could be the second son of William 
Slocombe of\Viveliscombe and the older brother of the 
above-named Philip of Old Ck-eve. 

Gile
s 

Slocum bought lands in Tmmton, i\llassach usetts 
sometime between 1659 and 1662 . .ft is possible that 
Giles \Vas a nephevv or other near relative of Anthony 
:md this kinship w as the reason fo r his land purchase. · 

Although the dates of their land ownership in Taunton 
could have overlapped, there is no record that puts 
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Anthony and Giles on the same land or m the same 
room together. Gi les was granted lands at Navesink, 
New Jersey, in 1667 and bought land in Shrewsbury, 
New Jersey, in 1670; both lands \Vere soon given to his 
children, Joanna and John. Giles also bought land i.n 
Jamestown , Rhode Island, and Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts. Before his death he provided land for all 
of his children except Samuel. 

Giles and Joan were members of the First Baptist 
C hurch in Nevvport until O ctober 1673, w hen Joan was 
excommunicated for her theological views. G iles, Giles 
Jr. , and Joanna were excommunicated \Ni thin the next 
three m o mli s. Giles and Joan became Quakers, recording 
eight of their children's births in the records of the 
Portsmouth Quaker Meeting. 

1. Samuel, birth date unknown, listed first in fath er's 
will 

2 .Joanna, b. May 16, 1642 

3 .John, b. May 26, 1645 

4. Giles LJr.J, b. March 25, 1647 

5. Ebeneze r, b. M:i rch 25, 1650 

6 . Nathaniel, b. D cccrnber 25, 1652 

7. Pel eg, b. Aub1mt 17, 1654 

8. Mary, b.July 5, 1660 

9. Eliezer, b. D ecem ber 25, 1664 

Again , Giles did not use the names Anthony, C harity, o r 
Philip w hen naming his children. 

Son Samuel, who received no land, W<IS rnentmned 
first in his fath er'' wi.U ("1 do give and bequeath unto my 
loving >011 Samuel Slocombe five shillings in lawfol 
monies of New England" ), and was not included in the 
foting of Slocon1be children in the Portsmouth Quaker 
M eeting records. H e m ay have been the child of a first 
m.arriage w ho remained in England. T here arc no 
records of him in New England. 

"Joan Slocum, the wife of old Giles" died Hl 

Por t<>momh "31st day, 6th month, 1679 ." Giles died 
between the O ctober 10, 1681, signing of his w ill and ii:s 
proving on March l.2 , 168?. 

Tradi tional genealogical research did n ot prove or dis
prove a relationship between Anthony and G iles. \X/e 
decided to ~upplernent the meager paper record~ w ith Y

chromosomc DT\TA studies . Genetic genealogy is still in 
its infancy, and m os t people researching their family h is
tory are not aware o f th is powe1ful new tool that may 
provide guidance to the modem-day researcher. Family 
Tree DNA provided us with the necessary information 
and test ki t.c; .1"1 \YJe selected the Y-chromosome twelve 
m arker test for o ur proj ect. The Y rhrommorne is passed 
to each generatio n by the male - from father to son -
and shows \vhich males are related to other males who 
carry the sam e )urname . The signature ina y muta te very 
slowly over time, but a pattern can be stable over hun

We easily located two volunteers descended from 
Giles through his som Ebenezer and Eliezer. Anthony's 
descendants were more difficult to find, but letters, tele
phone calls, and Internet queries help ed locate t\VO men 
w hose descent from Anthony through his sons Joseph 
and John was documented , and the project began . 

The testing showed that the volunteers descended 
from both Anthony and G iles were all an identical 
match, indicating that Anthony <lrld Giles had a common 
ancestor. T he match does not prove that Giles was the 
son or nephev ,r of Anthony, or even that the relationship 
was very close. 

We h ave found othe r SlocumY-DNA that differs from 
that of Anthony and Giles, and are not surprised that 
there rn.ay have been multiple origins for rhe su rname. 
We will continue to p ursue trad itional genealogical 
research in England, "New England, and North Carolina 
in hopes of proving the origin of Anthony and Giles, and 
perhaps elucidating their relationship. 

Th e DNA study is ongo ing, and w e hope that och er 
Sloc wns in Amer ica and Canada w ill vol. unt eer to par-

ticipate. The continuation --------·--- ·--·-·- ·-·---- - · 
of the study will help to 
confirm our present 
results, and to lo cate otber 
pos~ible family lines. We 
would like to test descen
dants of Gik s's other sons . 
We are also looking for 
English particip ams m 
Som erset and Devon in 

hopes of finding Slocums 
with the same DNA pat-

is ongoing, and we 
hope that other 
Slocwns in America 
and Canada iuill 
volunteer to 

participate. '' 
tern, to help fi>cus o ur .,. -------- - - --- ---- --

genealog ical searches. We 
would like to cstahlish w hich Slocum lines in England 
arc rdated to Anthony and Giles, and w hich arc of dit:. 
fcr ing DNA patterns. + 
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and MELVILLE C. BROWK t/zro11gh mb237(£!}~utbi.coni. 

dreds of years. 

NEW ENGT ANL> A NCES TORS Fa/I 2003 

1RI~NGE CO Ll~-lTV CAL!FORNlt.· 
GENEALOG ICHL SOCIETY 


